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degree of force as may incur the risk of pro-
ducing complete fracture, and must inflict
much needless injury and suffering, since the
normal form of the limb will be ultimately
restored. The integrity of the ulna renders
the support of a splint unnecessary and inex-
pedient.
The treatment of the accidents related by

Mr. Camden and Mr. Prowse was that
which every skilful surgeon would have

adopted ; but those injuries were not partial
fractures of the radius, and are, therefore,
quite irrelevant to the question at issue.
With these remarks, I close my corre-

spondence on a subject which has already
encroached too much on the pages of THE
LANCET and the patience of its readers. I
have the honour to be. &c.

Crescent Lodge, Clapham Common,
Oct. 27, 1841.

GIDEON ALGERNON MANTELL.

CASE OF DISLOCATION
OF THE

HEAD OF THE THIGH BONE,
BACKWARDS OR INTO THE ISCHIATIC NOTCH.

By F. W. PITTOCK. Esq., M.R.C.S., &c.

Sellinge.

GEORGE SOLE, aetat. 55, a short spare man,
labourer, in the employ of Mr. Marchant, of
Otterpool, iu the parish of Lympne, met with
the above accident by a fall from a horse, on
Thursday, October 7th. After his removal

home, and three hours from the time of the
accident happening, he was examined by
Mr. Fagg, Mr. Le Gros, and myself: with
but little difficulty, we came to the conclu-
sion that the case was one of dislocation of
the head of the thigh bone, backwards, the
distinguishing signs being as follows : the

hip of the left side was flattened, the tro-
chanter major could not be felt in its natural
position, but fully an inch posterior to that
and slightly upwards. On rotating the limb,
which was done with great difficulty, the
head of the bone, although very indistinctly,
could be just felt in the situation of the ischi-
atic notch ; the knee was very much inverted
and a little flexed ; the limb shorter by an
inch than the opposite, and the toes resting
on the upper surface of the ball of the great
toe of the right foot. Every attempt at rota-
tion caused severe pain, the head of the bone
appearing as it were locked. After we had

placed the patient on a table, and adjusted
the pulleys, we gave him tartar emetic, which
soon producing its effect, we commenced the
extension, and gradually kept it up for ah
hour and a half, with the a’ sistance of the
towel, when, failing in reduction, we deter-
mined upon allowing some days to intervene
before we made a second trial. Keeping the
patient in bed on low diet ; no unfavourable

symptoms occurred, and the case became
more plainly marked than before, for the
muscles were so relaxed that the brim of the
acetabulum could be defined, and the head
of the bone distinctly felt in the situation of
the ischiatic notch : nine days having now
elapsed, I requested the assistance of myfriends, Mr. Fagg, Mr. Le Gros, and Mr.
Tyson. We placed the patient in a warm
bath, and allowed him to remain there until
he was faint; when, removing him to the
table, and administering the tartar emetic, I
adjusted the pulleys, and gave them in charge
to Mr. Le Gros : extension was now gradu-
ally kept up for twenty-five minutes, when,
with my hand placed over the trochanter, I
could feel it advance, and the head of the
bone following, appeared to be jerked into
the acetabulum. Upon relaxing extension,
both legs were found to be of the same

length.
Remarks.&mdash;The accident in this case oc-

curred from the man’s sitting sideways on
his master’s horse, and been suddenly thrown
upon the hip of the right side, the left knee
at the same time coming in contact with the
ground: a snap was immediately felt by
Sole, who supposed his thigh was fractured.
The dislocation backwards, is commonly
described as being detected with difliculty;
in this case, a slight muscular frame and
deficient in obesity, facilitated our examina-
tion, and enabled us to ascertain with cer-
tainty the nature of the accident; from first to
last, the limb altered not in position, the in-
version of the limb was very great, much
more so than is given either in the description
or the figure in Sir A stlev’s work: the pa-
tella of the left knee facing the inner side of
the right leg. When we accomplished the
reduction of the dislocation, our line of ex-
tension was the upper third of the sound
thigh, and considerably upwards, the patient
lying on his right side. The distance be-
tween the two fixed points was ten feet ; one
of the staples being a foot, the other six feetfrom the ground. The body of the patient
was considerably bent, in order to secure the
pelvis more eflectually ; and the belt was
so adjusted as to be below the anterior

superior spinous process of the ilium. A
case of the same kind occurred in this neigh-
bourhood about nine years ago, which my
friend Mr. Fagg attended in consultation :
the first attempt at reduction failing; the

second, at the termination of ten days, was
successful.

I

THE IMPOSTOR CAVANAGH.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Having by request attended the reo

lease of Barnard Cavanagh, who has under-
gone a voluntary confinement of ten days and
nights without, it is said, using any nourish-
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ment, I send to you, as the most acknow-
ledged editorial organ for the detection of

physiological imposition, the following re-

marks on the subject, if you think them
worthy of being recorded in THE LANCET.
B. Cavanagh, after the death of his mother,
had an attack of typhus, since which period,
nearly six years ago, he is said to have ab-
stained entirely from all food, drink, or any
sort of nourishment. This power of fasting
being doubted, on Tuesday, the 12th of Oc-
tober, he volunteered -to be locked up, to

prove the correctness of his assertion.
In the forenoon of that day he was put into

a second-floor room, wherein was a bed, a
table, three Roman Catholic religious books,
a Bible, a chair, and a pair of scissors to

clip his beard. There was no chamber uten-

sil, or any other furniture, and water was
permitted. The bed was examined, the

doors, windows, chimneys, &c. were sealed,
but not all with the same seal ; the room
was locked, and the doors sealed, but not the
key-holes, and the key-hole in one door was
large enough to admit the tube of a small
stomach-pump. On Thursday, the 21st

inst., he was to have been liberated at one,
p.m., but Dr. Blundell, who possessed the
key, did not attend. At twenty minutes
past three, p.m., a locksmith picked the lock,
and the Drisoner was examined.

I ought to remark, however, that the gen-
tleman in whose lodgings he had been con-
fined opened the investigation, by saying, " I
hope no gentleman present will conceive that
I am in collusion with this man ; if he says
so he is a rascal; and I positively assert that
no nourishment could have been given to
him without my knowledge." There were

present upwards of twenty medical gentle-
men, some gentlemen of the press, a chemist,
&c. The seals were declared to have been

untouched, and the experiment of taking
leaden impressions of them, when shown,
was scouted. The open key-hole, how-
ever, was admitted to be an omission.
There was no smell of ammonia in the

room, nor any feculent matter found. His
cotton shirt was very clean, if it had actu-
ally been worn for ten days, and slept in :
he savs he seldom DersDires. The doors of
the room were objectionable also, having
space sufficient under either to have thrust
in a slice of gelatine, or a cake. One of the
doors communicated with the bed-room of
the gentleman in whose lodgings he was
confined, and who says he is connected with
the Times newspaper.
The man Cavanagh is a meagre Irishman,

about thirty years of age, of clownish look
and address, pitted with the small-pox. He
has a whitish tongue; weak pulse, about 76;
dry skin ; there was cerumen in the ears and
secretion in the nose. He was made to
breathe on lime-water, and a copious depo-
sition of carbonate of lime was formed ; and
as it appears that he does not lose weight, I

ask what weight of carbonic acid gas would
be evolved from the lungs in six years? His
hands were tolerably clean,’and also his skin.
The testes and penis are not fully developed.
He looks silly ; is illiterate, but answers
questions rationally ; he says he sleeps well,
and that he is in good health. He does not
feel any inclination for food, and has no oh-
jection to be locked up again. His object in
making this exhibition, I understand, is to
collect money for building a Roman Catholic
church, but I did not listen much to his mi-
raculous averments.
The sealing and locking do not, I con-

ceive, afford any proof of his fasting. The

statement of the gentleman in whose lodgingshe is (for it is at an ironmonger’s shop), is far
more forcible, that a man must be a  rascal"
to suspect it : this, of course, is unanswer-
able. Of the spectators, some expressed
their conviction of the truth of the statement,
but the majority, I suspect, and myself
among the number, remained sceptical. An

artistpresent requested and obtained a sketch
of the man of miracle. VIR.

ELECTION OF A DARK-CELL PHYSICIAN

AT THE

SURREY LUNATIC ASYLUM.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;As I am one of the many who abhor

the " dark-cell" system in lunatic asylums,
and take for what they are worth the " two
eminent physicians," et hoc genus otnne, who
figured at the late exposure at Bethlem, I
cannot but express my regret that the elec-
tive Solons on the south side of the Thames
did not, in their appointment of a visiting
physician to the Surrey County Asylum, a
short time since, imitate their confr&egrave;res on
the Middlesex side, and induct into the
office somebody whose participation in the
light of modern truths, whose professional
zeal, and whose hearty benevolence might
have held out the hope that an institution so
modern and so important would not be
allowed to fall into the system of acknow-
ledged errors which has been so disgraceful
to our science, and so detrimental to the wel-
fare of those whose fortune it may be to
labour under cerebral disease.

Sir Alexander Morrison was the pre-
elected doctor, and it would be superfluous
to speculate on the amount of good or evil
which is likely to accrue from the profes-
sional services of one of the " two eminent

physicians." Among the other " unsuspect-
ing" candidates was Dr. Barry, of liich-
mond, and, I believe, the only one who had
a chance. But I could have forewarned
him of the issue, for I know the frowsy elec-
tive body who have thus evidenced their re-
pugnance to light and leniency. I am not
personally acquainted with either the suc-
cessful or the unsuccessful candidate, but


